
ORDINANCE NO. 2003-185

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CALABASAS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING THE CALABASAS MUNICIPAL
CODE RELATING TO DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR NEW
DEVELOPMENT TO MITIGATE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CALABASAS DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1.   F i n d i n g s  a n d  R e c i t a l s .   T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  C a l a b a s a s  h e r e b y  f i n d s  a n d
declares that: 

A. T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  l e a s e h o l d s  c a n  h a v e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o s i t i v e
effect on the City’s environment.

B. A c c o r d i n g  t o  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G r e e n  B u i l d i n g  C o u n c i l ,  a s
f o u n d  i n  B u i l d i n g  M o m e n t u m  –  N a t i o n a l  T r e n d s  a n d  P r o s p e c t s  f o r  H i g h  P e r f o r m a n c e ,  F e b r u a r y  2 0 0 3 ,
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  d e m o l i t i o n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  c o n s u m e  u p
t o  3 7 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  e n e r g y  u s e d ,  1 2 %  o f  a l l  f r e s h  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s ,  a n d  4 0 %  o f  a l l  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  i n
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .   U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b u i l d i n g s  a l s o  g e n e r a t e  3 6 %  o f  t o t a l  e m i s s i o n s  o f  a n t h r o p o g e n i c
c a r b o n  d i o x i d e ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  g l o b a l  c l i m a c t i c  c h a n g e .   T h o s e  b u i l d i n g s
a r e  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  4 6 %  o f  a l l  s u l f u r  d i o x i d e  e m i s s i o n s ,  1 9 %  o f  n i t r o g e n  o x i d e  e m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  1 0 %
of fine particulate emissions.

C.  B u i l d i n g  M o m e n t u m  –  N a t i o n a l  T r e n d s  a n d  P r o s p e c t s  f o r  H i g h  P e r f o r m a n c e  a l s o
e x p l a i n s  t h a t  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d i e s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  g o o d  o v e r a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u a l i t y ,
i n c l u d i n g  e f f e c t i v e  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  n a t u r a l  l i g h t i n g  o r  p r o p e r  l e v e l s  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  l i g h t i n g ,  h i g h  i n d o o r  a i r  q u a l i t y ,
a n d  g o o d  a c o u s t i c s ,  c a n  i n c r e a s e  w o r k e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  r e d u c e  e m p l o y e e  a b s e n t e e i s m  b y  c r e a t i n g
a healthier environment.

D. C a l a b a s a s  s e e k s  t o  m i n i m i z e  l o c a l  e c o l o g i c a l  d e g r a d a t i o n  ( h a b i t a t ,  a i r ,  s o i l ,  a n d  w a t e r )
b y  e n h a n c i n g  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t s  t h r o u g h  e f f i c i e n t  s i t e  a n d  d e s i g n ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n
p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  h a v e  l e s s e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s
as compared to conventional development methods.

E.  A s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  U . S .  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  s t a t i s t i c s ,  C a l a b a s a s ’ s  c l i m a t e  i s  p r i m a r i l y
i n f l u e n c e d  b y  h i g h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  ( h i g h  9 0 - d e g r e e  t e m p e r a t u r e s  i n  t h e  s u m m e r s ) ,  a  m e d i a n  e l e v a t i o n
o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 0 0  f e e t ,  a n d  a n  a v e r a g e  r a i n  f a l l  o f  1 3 . 6  i n c h e s .   A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  C i t y  e n j o y s  a
c l i m a t e  w i t h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  a b o v e  t h e  s t a t e  a v e r a g e .   T h i s  c l i m a t e  m a k e s  t h e  C i t y  u n i q u e l y  s u i t e d  f o r
b u i l d i n g s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  h e a l t h y  i n t e r i o r s .   A l s o ,  t h e  d e c r e a s e d  u s e  o f
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  d e s i g n s  t h a t  d e g r a d e  t h e  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i l l  h e l p  p r o t e c t  l o c a l  a i r  a n d  w a t e r  q u a l i t y
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  l o c a l  f a u n a  a n d  f l o r a  i n  t h e  C i t y ,  t h e  a d j a c e n t  S a n t a  M o n i c a  M o u n t a i n s
N a t i o n a l  R e c r e a t i o n  A r e a  a n d  o t h e r  e c o l o g i c a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s  i n  a n d  n e a r  t h e  C i t y .   B a s e d  o n  t h e s e
l o c a l  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  s t a t e d  h e r e i n ,  a n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t
t h r o u g h  s t r i c t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  z o n i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s
herein are appropriate.

F. T o  e f f e c t  t h e  g o a l s  s e t  o u t  h e r e i n ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  C a l a b a s a s  r e v i e w e d  v a r i o u s  r e p u t a b l e
g r e e n / s u s t a i n a b l e  t e c h n i c a l  m a n u a l s  a n d  r a t i n g  s y s t e m s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  L e a d e r s h i p  i n  E n e r g y  a n d
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  D e s i g n  ( L E E D )  r a t i n g  s y s t e m ,  w h i c h  i s  a  c o n s e n s u s - b a s e d ,  m a r k e t - d r i v e n  g r e e n  r a t i n g
s y s t e m  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  G r e e n  B u i l d i n g  C o u n c i l .   T h e  L E E D  r a t i n g  s y s t e m  i s  b a s e d  o n  e x i s t i n g ,
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p r o v e n  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  t e c h n i q u e s .
P r o j e c t s  e m p l o y i n g  L E E D  c r i t e r i a  t o  r e d u c e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  s e e k  t o  a c h i e v e
a  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  c e r t i f i e d ,  s i l v e r ,  g o l d  o r  p l a t i n u m ,  b a s e d  o n  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d
a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  p o i n t  c r e d i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c a t e g o r i e s :   S u s t a i n a b l e  S i t e s  ( 1 4  t o t a l  p o i n t s
a c h i e v a b l e ) ,  E n e r g y  a n d  A t m o s p h e r e  ( 1 7  p o i n t s ) ,  W a t e r  E f f i c i e n c y  ( 5  p o i n t s ) ,  M a t e r i a l s  a n d  R e s o u r c e s
( 1 3  p o i n t s ) ,  a n d  I n d o o r  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Q u a l i t y  ( 1 5  p o i n t s ) .   A n  a d d i t i o n a l  5  p o i n t s  c a n  b e  a w a r d e d  f o r
I n n o v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  D e s i g n  P r o c e s s .   D i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  g r e e n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a r e  a w a r d e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e
t o t a l  p o i n t s  e a r n e d .   T h e  s y s t e m  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n  s c o p e ,  y e t  s i m p l e  i n  o p e r a t i o n .
O t h e r  c i t i e s  h a v e  e x p e n d e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  h i r e d  t e c h n i c a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  G r e e n
D e v e l o p m e n t  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  r a t i n g  s y s t e m s .   C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t i m e  n e c e s s a r y  t o
d e v e l o p  s u c h  g u i d e l i n e s ,  C a l a b a s a s  d e c i d e d  t o  a d o p t  a  m o d i f i e d  L E E D  g r e e n  r a t i n g  s y s t e m ,  i . e . ,  t h e
“ C a l a b a s a s - L E E D ”  G r e e n  R a t i n g  S y s t e m .   T h e  C a l a b a s a s - L E E D  s y s t e m  i s ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  i d e n t i c a l
t o  t h e  U . S .  G r e e n  B u i l d i n g  C o u n c i l ’ s  L E E D  R a t i n g  S y s t e m .   H o w e v e r ,  t h e  C a l a b a s a s - L E E D  r a t i n g  w i l l
be applied only to privately-owned and city-owned, new, non-residential developments in the City.

Section 2. C o d e  A m e n d m e n t .   A r t i c l e  I I I  o f  T i t l e  1 7  o f  t h e  C a l a b a s a s  M u n i c i p a l  C o d e  i s
hereby amended to adopt a new Chapter 17.34 to read as follows:

CHAPTER 17.34 GREEN DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

17.34.010 STANDARDS

A. The city will use the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design rating system,
referred to herein as Calabasas-LEED, to assess the environmental sensitivity of new structures in
the city that is subject to this chapter.  The Calabasas-LEED system is the United States Green
Building Council’s LEED Rating System Version 2.0.

B. The development of all structures subject to this chapter shall be required to achieve
the equivalent of the following Calabasas-LEED rating prior to issuance of a certificate of
occupancy:  structures up to 5,000 square feet must achieve at least a “Certified” rating and
structures above 5,000 square feet must achieve at least a “Silver” rating.

C. The development of all structures subject to this chapter shall comply with all other
applicable California laws and regulations.  Such compliance shall not be qualified by any standard
in this chapter. 

17.34.020  APPLICABILITY

A. This chapter shall apply to the establishment, construction or replacement of
privately-owned and city-owned, non-residential structures over five hundred (500) square feet.

B. Each applicant seeking approval of the development of a structure subject to this
chapter shall submit a Calabasas-LEED application to the city, together with a fee in an amount
established by resolution of the City Council to cover the cost of the city’s review of the application.

C. T h e  D i r e c t o r  s h a l l  i m p l e m e n t  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
a  s t r u c t u r e  m e e t s  t h e  a p p l i c a b l e  C a l a b a s a s - L E E D  s t a n d a r d  a n d  n o  p e r m i t ,  a p p r o v a l  o r  o t h e r
e n t i t l e m e n t  u n d e r  t h i s  t i t l e ,  n o r  a n y  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  o c c u p a n c y  u n d e r  c h a p t e r  1 5 . 0 4  o f  t h i s  C o d e ,  m a y
i s s u e  u n t i l  s u c h  a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i s  m a d e .   T h e  d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  C a l a b a s a s - L E E D  r a t i n g
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s y s t e m  s o  t h a t  n o t h i n g  r e q u i r e d  t h e r e i n  s h a l l  a l t e r  a n y  e n e r g y  c o n s u m p t i o n  o r  i n s u l a t i o n  s t a n d a r d s
established by the State of California or any of its agencies or commissions.

17.34.030  EXEMPTIONS.

T h i s  c h a p t e r  s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  a d d i t i o n s  t o  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  h u n d r e d  ( 5 0 0 )
s q u a r e  f e e t  a n d  r e m o d e l s  o f  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  i n v o l v e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e
hundred (500) square feet of new, usable interior space.

Sec t ion  3 .   S e v e r a b i l i t y .   I f  a n y  p r o v i s i o n ,  s e c t i o n ,  p a r a g r a p h ,  s e n t e n c e  o r  w o r d  o f  t h i s
o r d i n a n c e ,  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e r e o f  t o  a n y  p e r s o n  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  i s  r e n d e r e d  o r  d e c l a r e d  i n v a l i d  b y
a n y  c o u r t  o f  c o m p e t e n t  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  o r  b y  r e a s o n  o f  a n y  p r e e m p t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g
p r o v i s i o n s ,  s e c t i o n s ,  p a r a g r a p h s ,  s e n t e n c e s  o r  w o r d s  o f  t h i s  o r d i n a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s u c h  t o
o t h e r  p e r s o n s  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d  t h e r e b y  a n d  s h a l l  r e m a i n  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t .

Section 4. E f f e c t i v e  D a t e .   T h i s  o r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  t h i r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  i t s  p a s s a g e  a n d
adoption pursuant to California Government Code section 36937.

Section 5. C e r t i f i c a t i o n .   T h e  C i t y  C l e r k  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  a n d  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h i s
ordinance and shall cause the same to be published or posted according to law.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED, this 7th day of January, 2004.

_______________________________________
James R. Bozajian, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________
Mark Jomsky, Deputy City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_______________________________________
Michael G. Colantuono, City Attorney


